
PSCI 4640.001

Revolution & Political Violence

Spring 2015

Monday, Wednesday: 2:00–3:20 p.m.

Instructor

Professor: Christopher Linebarger
Email: ChristopherLinebarger@my.unt.edu
Office Hours: M,T,W,R: 12:30 PM–1:30 PM

Description

Many of the most important current events involve revolution and political violence; that is
to say, civil conflict within states, rather than international conflict between states. By most
accounts, civil conflict is the most common and deadly form of warfare on the planet. In
the last year alone, many high profile incidents have captured substantial media attention,
including the Arab Spring and ongoing wars in Syria, Iraq, and Ukraine. It therefore serves
us to understand the causes and consequences of these deadly phenomena.

Upon successfully completing this course, you will be familiar with the causes and conse-
quences of civil conflict. More importantly, you will be able to apply this knowledge to
real-world scenarios, including historical cases, current events, and the prospects for political
violence in the future. Finally, you will develop skills that are useful regardless of your post-
college career choices. Such skills include thinking analytically and critically, and presenting
logically sound arguments in written and oral form.

Required Course Materials

There are two required books in this course:

- T. David Mason. 2004. Caught in the Crossfire: Revolutions, Repression, and the

Rational Peasant. Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield. ISBN-13: 978-0742525382.

- Phillip Gourevitch. 1999. We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will be Killed

With Our Families: Stories from Rwanda. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux.
ISBN-13: 978-0312243357.

These books are available in the UNT Bookstore, and at any of the usual online sources.

The remainder of the course’s readings consist in articles, mainly from academic and policy
journals. Each of these is listed below on the course calendar, and they are available in the
Blackboard Learn system.
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You should also do your best to keep up with current events. Your news-network of choice is
an acceptable source of news, as are various periodicals including The Economist, New York

Times, Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, etc.

Optional Resources

A number of political science blogs and websites are also useful to our area of study. None
of these are required for the course, but may nevertheless provide interesting reading. These
include:

- “Political Violence at a Glance.” http://politicalviolenceataglance.org/

- “The Monkey Cage.” http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/

- “The Duck of Minerva.” http://www.whiteoliphaunt.com/duckofminerva/

- “Teaching Terrorism.” http://www.teachingterror.net/

- “Foreign Policy Magazine.” http://foreignpolicy.com/

- “Foreign Affairs.” http://www.foreignaffairs.com/

Assignments

Attendance & Participation (20% of grade). Although lectures comprise a large part
of this class, it is my intention to also emphasize discussion. Because discussion is impossible
without your presence, attendance is expected. Roll will be taken randomly throughout the
semester. If you are unavoidably late, please inform me at the end of class so that you receive
credit for your attendance.

You are required to complete the readings before class and to participate in discussions on a
regular basis, and I will take note of how regularly you participate in class, in both productive
or distractive ways. Failure to be prepared or to provide quality in a fully engaged discussion
will result in a significant reduction in your course grade.

My hope is that the classroom will contain an atmosphere in which ideas and opinions will be
welcomed and addressed. As such, please note that you will be graded on a number of criteria
beyond simple participation, under the rubric of “professionalism.” You are beginning your
life as both adults and social scientists, and as such you are expected to act in a professional
manner. Additional comments on classroom behavior is provided in the relevant section
below.

To these ends, attendance and participation are worth 20% of your grade. Your base atten-
dance and participation grade will be based upon the proportion of times I take attendance
and you are in class. Then, I will adjust that grade up or down depending on your partic-
ipation. To maximize this part of your grade, it is highly recommended that you come to
class prepared (e.g., having done the assigned readings) and willing to participate. Merely
showing up and occupying a seat will not constitute full participation. Other ways to lose
participation points include but are not limited to: being a disruption to others (e.g., side
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conversations with friends, reading for other classes, texting, browsing the internet), leaving
class early without my explicit prior approval, repeatedly failing to answer a question if called
upon, and not participating in classroom discussions and exercises in a productive manner.

Two Exams (30 % of grade each). There will be two exams in this class: a midterm
and a final. These exams will be a combination of multiple choice and true/false questions.
Neither exam is cumulative. “Make up” exams are available only for legitimate family and
medical related emergencies, and school-sanctioned events in which the student is a direct
participant.

Students seeking a “make up” exam must provide documentation and must contact me as
far in advance of the exam as possible. Requests for make-up exams must be obtained from
me during my office hours. I will not accept requests by email.

In-Class Simulation (20% of grade). Near the end of the course (see schedule below), we
will be undertaking an in-class simulation. This simulation will be explained as its scheduled
time approaches. There will be no make-up for the simulations if you miss class, and you
will receive a zero for that proportion of the simulation that you miss.

Addendum. While a substantial portion of the class consists of lectures, I will not be
making my slides available. I do this for a number of reasons. First, I do not crowd my
slides with text that I read from, and I do not want you to simply copy down what you see
on the screen. Rather, I want you to take notes and think about the issues as I talk about
them, and as your fellow students discuss them. To that end, the slides will mainly consist of
prompts for discussion and visual aids that service the lecture. Second, freely available slides
depress attendance, thereby resulting in diminished understanding and lower exam grades.
It is therefore to your benefit not to rely on power point slides.

Grades

Grades are assigned according to the following scale:

Letter Grade Percentage
A 90%
B 80%
C 70%
D 60%
F <60%

Classroom Conduct

Lecture and discussion based classes often present numerous issues. My goal is to make sure
that everyone has an equal chance to do well. This means that rules are well understood,
that an orderly environment exists that is conducive to learning, and that interference with
other’s learning is minimized so that all students have a fair shot. With this preamble in
mind, I ask that all students accede to the following rules:
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Classroom Conduct. Classroom courtesy is an essential component of creating an effective
learning environment. All students have the right to learn without unnecessary distractions,
and to do so without awkward confrontations with their fellow students. These distractions
include: laptops, cell phones/smartphones, and the like, talking during the lectures (unless
recognized by the instructor), reading non-class material, falling asleep, etc. If you use a
laptop to take notes during class, turn off the sound and restrain yourself from browsing
the internet. If you need a phone for emergency purposes, leave it set to vibrate. Entering
and leaving also creates significant distraction. It is your responsibility to be on time and
stay for the entire class. In circumstances where you need to leave early, tell the professor
beforehand. If you are unavoidably late, please enter the classroom with as minimum a
disruption as possible. Repeated disruptions of class will lead to a reduction in your final
grade.

Civility. The topic of the course is a contentious one fraught with numerous ethical and
moral issues, dispute over the proper role of government in containing violence, and questions
of ends and means. In order to tackle these issues, to expose you to a variety of viewpoints,
and to develop your analytic skills, this course is designed to emphasize discussion.

I therefore ask that all of you respect the opinions of your fellow students, even if you do
not agree with them. This means not interrupting other students while they are speaking
or verbally attacking them for their beliefs. Although it is necessary to connect theory and
current events, I will cut short any debate that does not enhance the understanding of course
concepts. I expect that you will offer substantive comments and questions when appropriate
in class. I also expect you not to dominate a discussion, but to allow ideas to exchange freely.
You are to maintain civility, respect for others, and professionalism.

Late Work Policy

All assignments for this course are expected to be turned in on or before the deadline as
indicated for the assignment. I understand that uncontrollable, personal circumstances may
arise. Thus, I am willing to work with you through such issues and you must submit a late
assignment. If you need to submit a late assignment, you must contact me in advance of
the deadline for my approval and for arrangements to be made concerning the assignment.
Written documentation will be required in order to confirm your request to submit a late
assignment.

Late research project will be heavily penalized unless there are extenuating circumstances.
Specifically, there is a 5 point penalty per day for a late research paper. This includes
weekends and holidays. If the assignment has not been submitted within 5 days, you will
receive a “0” for the assignment. If you receive a “0” for the final research project, you will
fail the course.

Accommodations

The Political Science Department cooperates with the Office of Disability Accommodation
(ODA). The ODA makes formal recommendations regarding necessary and appropriate ac-
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commodations based on specifically diagnosed disabilities. If you are a student with a disabil-
ity and wish to request accommodations, you should contact the ODA as soon as possible.
Please present your written accommodation request to me on or before the sixth day of class.
Information regarding disabilities is treated in a confidential matter.

Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism

The university Code of Student Conduct and Discipline defines cheating and plagiarism as
the use of unauthorized books, notes, or otherwise securing help in a test; copying others’
tests, assignments, reports, or term papers; representing the work of another as one’s own;
collaborating without authority with another student during an examination or in preparing
academic work; or otherwise practicing scholastic dishonesty.

Normally, the minimum penalty for cheating or plagiarism is a grade of “F” in the course. In
the case of graduate departmental exams, the minimum penalty shall be failure of all fields
of the exam. Determination of cheating or plagiarism shall be made by the instructor in the
course, or by the field faculty in the case of departmental exams.

Cases of cheating or plagiarism on graduate departmental exams, theses, or dissertations
shall automatically be referred to the departmental Graduate Studies Committee. Cases of
cheating or plagiarism in ordinary coursework may, at the discretion of the instructor, be
referred to the Undergraduate Studies Committee in the case of undergraduate students,
or the Graduate Studies Committee in the case of graduate students. These committees,
acting as agents of the department Chair, shall impose further penalties, or recommend
further penalties to the Dean of Students, if they determine that the case warrants it. In all
cases, the Dean of Students shall be informed in writing of the case.

Students may appeal any decision under this policy by following the procedures laid down
in the Code of Student Conduct and Discipline.

Statement on Academic Integrity

Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other
students’ opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any
instructional forum. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave
the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights
and Responsibilities to consider whether the student’s conduct violated the Code of Student
Conduct. The university’s expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums,
including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc.

5



Course Calendar & Assigned Readings

The following calendar is only a guide. Dates and topics are subject to change. Any changes
will be announced in-class well ahead of time. It is your responsibility to keep up to date
with any schedule alterations.

Readings marked “BB” are to be found in the Blackboard Learn system.

INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL VIOLENCE

Week 1: Wed., Jan. 21: Course Introduction & Syllabus Overview

- No readings.

Week 2: Mon., Jan. 26: Scope of the Problem & Why Should We Care?

- T. David Mason. 2004. Caught in the Crossfire, Ch. 1. (Hereafter: “Mason”).

- Handouts.

THEORIES OF REBELLION

Week 2: Wed., Jan. 28: The Motive to Rebel (Relative Deprivation, Psychology, and
Inequality)

- Mason, Ch., 2.

Week 3: Mon., Feb. 2: The Opportunity to Rebel (Greed versus Grievance)

- Paul Collier. 2004. “The Market for Civil War.” Foreign Policy. BB.

- Mason, Ch. 3.

Week 3: Wed., Feb. 4: Rational Choice & Resource Mobilization (The Rebel’s Dilemma)

- Mason, Chapter 4.

Week 4: Mon., Feb. 9: State Failure and Collapse

- Mason, Ch. 5.
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ETHNIC CONFLICT

Week 4: Wed., Feb. 11: Ethnic Conflict (Origins of Ethnicity)

- Rogers Brubacker and David D. Laitin. 2000. “Ethnic and Nationalist Violence.”
Annual Review of Sociology. BB.

Week 5: Mon., Feb. 16: Is Ethnic Conflict Inevitable?

- Jerry Z. Muller. 2008. “Us and Them.” Foreign Affairs. BB.

- Habyarimana et al. 2008. “Is Ethnic Conflict Inevitable?” Foreign Affairs. BB.

INSURGENCY AND GUERILLA WAR

Week 5: Wed., Feb. 18: Insurgency and Counter-Insurgency

Short readings below are extracted from: Walter Laquer. 2004. Voices of Terror. New York:
Reed Press.

- Extract from: Carl von Clausewitz. “People’s War.” BB.

- Extract from: T.E. Lawrence. “The Lessons of Arabia.” BB.

- Extract from: Mao Tse-Tung. “The Three Stages of the Protracted War.” BB.

- Extract from: Che Guevara. “Guerilla Warfare, A Method.” BB.

- Extract from: Carlos Marighella. “From the Minimanual.” BB.

- Extract from: Abraham Guillen. “Urban Guerrilla Strategy.” BB.

- Extract from: Sayeed Qutb. “Jihad in the Cause of God.” BB.

- Extracts from: Ayman al-Zawahiri. “Knights Under the Prophet’s Banner.” BB.

Week 6: Mon., 23: Insurgency and Counter-Insurgency

- Extract from: Charles Callwell. “The Dangers of Guerilla Warfare.” BB.

- Extract from: Sir Robert G.K. Thompson. “Regular Armies and Insurgency.” BB.

- Robert R. Tomes. “Relearning Counterinsurgency Warfare.” Parameters. BB.

Week 6: Wed., Feb. 25: Transnational Dimensions of Civil War

- Idean Salehyan. “Transnational Rebels.” World Politics. BB.

Week 7: Mon., Mar. 2: Catch up & Review

- No readings.
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Week 7: Wed, Mar,. 4: MIDTERM EXAM

- No readings.

REPRESSION AND MASS KILLING

Week 8: Mar. 9,11: Film and Discussion. Film: TBA.

- Begin reading: Phillip Gourevitch. 1999. We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We

Will Be Killed With Our Families. Hereafter: “Gourevitch.”

SPRING BREAK: Mar. 16–Mar. 22

Week 9: Mar. 23–25: Genocide & Mass Killing

- Finish Gourevitch.

- Bruce Falconer. “Murder by the State.” Atlantic Monthly. BB.

- VIDEO: TED Talk: Benjamin Valentino. “Understanding the Causes of Mass Vio-
lence.” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g9wWX98WmJY

Week 10: Mar. 25: The Logic of Violence in Civil War

- Mason, Ch. 6.

POST-CONFLICT POLITICS

Week 10: Wed.., Apr. 1: How Civil Wars End / Sustaining the Peace

- Mason, Chapter 7.

Week 11: Mon., Apr. 6: International Intervention

- Edward N. Luttwak. “Give War a Chance.” Foreign Affairs. BB.

- Michael Barnet. “The Responsibility to Protect.” International Security. BB.

Week 11: Wed., Apr. 8: Terrorism and Civil War

- Asal, De La Calle and Sanchez, and Findley and Young. 2012. “Killing Civilians or
Holding Territory?” International Studies Perspectives. BB.

Week 12: Mon., Apr., 13: Terrorism and Civil War
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- Andrew Kydd and Barbara Walter. 2002. “Sabotaging the Peace: The Politics of
Extremist Violence.” International Organization. BB.

Week 12: Wed., Apr., 15: MPSA Conference. No Class.

- No readings.

Week 13: Apr. 20: Film & Discussion. Film TBA.

Week 13: Apr. 22: Nonviolent Conflict

- Martin Luther King, Jr. “Letter from a Birmingham Jail.”

http://www.africa.upenn.edu/Articles_Gen/Letter_Birmingham.html

- Nelson Mandela, “I am Prepared to Die.” BB.

Week 14: Mon., Apr. 27: The Future of Violent Conflict

- Mason, Ch. 10.

- Steven Pinker and Andrew Mack. 2014. “The World is Not Falling Apart.” Slate.

http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/foreigners/2014/12/the_world_is_not_f

Week 14/15: Apr. 29, May 4: Simulation

- No readings.

Week 15: May 6: Simulation Debriefing and Review for Exam.

- No readings.

Finals Week: Final exam scheduled for Monday, May 11, 1:30 p.m.–3:30 p.m.

This syllabus is a guideline and is subject to change at any time.
UPDATED: January 20, 2015
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